
OVERDOSE PREVENTION CENTERS (OPCs)
A public health tool that saves lives and reduces public drug use

WHY THIS MATTERS IN MONROE COUNTY
private medically supervised legally permitted hygienic

OPC’s connect people to

OPC’s provide

Nearly 200 OPCs
operate worldwide; 3

are publicly recognized
in the U.S. (2 NYC, 1

Providence)

292 people died
from drug-related

overdoses in
Monroe County in

2024

Community impacts (what research
shows)
 OPCs can reduce:

Fatal overdoses (by enabling rapid
response)
Public drug use and syringe litter
Infectious disease risks   (HIV/Hep C) 

What OPCs do NOT do (what evidence
does not support)

Evidence does not show OPCs
increase neighborhood economic
harm
no significant rise in police-recorded
crime or calls for service, while police
low-level drug enforcement declined
in the immediate area

OPCs improve community health and safety
A lot of OPC models are paired with other basic supports, things like food, showers, and

clothing, along with harm reduction supplies like sharps containers and condoms

Substance use treatment
options
Medical care, mental health
care, and social supports
(housing/navigation, etc.)

Sterile safer-use supplies and
hygienic space
Overdose prevention and
response (including
naloxone/oxygen when
needed)
Basic health supports and
referrals

OPCs reach highly
marginalized community
members

Including people who are disconnected
from traditional services

Peer-reviewed studies
have found OPC’s to be
cost-effective

and produce net savings under
reasonable assumptions

OPCs are designed to fit
the community’s needs

Neighbors have reported positive
impacts from OPCs

OPCs reduce negative impacts
overdose
deaths

risk of HIV
& Hep C

public
drug use

discarded
needles

drug related
arrests & crimes

Call to action
 Support evidence-based overdose prevention strategies, including exploring an

OPC pilot in Monroe County, to save lives and improve community health and safety
Follow us on Facebook: @RecoveryAllWays for updates, events and advocacy or go to RecoveryAllWays.org for

volunteer opportunities (or use our QR in the bottom right corner )
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